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church there every second Sunday.  The other two rooms,
13* x 12' and 13' x 10', proposed as the teacher's residence,
were found to be "unfit fbr occupation until plastered and
ceiled". ' Fortunately Miss Christie preferred to board. At the
time 34 pupils were enrolled, although 26 was the most that
attended on any one day. The Inspector reported that the people
were pbor, but that such a school was badly needed, and suggested
that if the fees were reduéed from one shilling to sixpence per
week, as many as 50 children might attend.

Many teachers of the day were untrained and inexperienced.
Miss Christie was examined and it was found that she could read
and write fairly well, her needlework was good, but her knowledge
of grammar and geography was poor. It was proposed that she
attend the Model School at Fort Street, Sydney for one month of
. The Rev.‘Chaucer.was to provide the desks, blackboard,
book press and maps required.10°

training.
These conditions being met, it
was recommended that the application be accepted, there being no

~other school nearer than Newcastle, a distance of 4 miles.
In the Board of National Education Report of 1859 on Waratah,
the school had 47 pupils, with an average attendance of 26,

11. One

}n:iﬁSE-FE% According to the Patrons the attendance was affected
by "the nature of the locallty, rainy days, and the prevalence of
epidemics".13‘7 Enteric and dengue fevers, among others, were
common. - In 1860 MNiss Christie left to help her brother when he
opened the school at the Newcastle Glebe.14'

She was replaced in June 1860 by Miss M. Kent, who made
"decided improvements" and lifted the "moral tone". 19 She left
at the end of 1861 to "keep a previous commitment that she had

16. Miss Kent

long put of f" because she was so happy at Waratah.
was replaced by Mr. A. Magnay in 1862. Unfortunately Mr. Magnay
suffered a very serious illness in November, 1862, was sinking 1
fast and not expected to recover. A letter of November 3rd, 1862
asks as a matter of urgency that Mrs.»Magnay be appointed to carry
on for a time "as she is competent and much liked by the children."
She was also expecting to be confined shortly with her third child.17‘
Nevertheless she seems to have occupied the position until at least
the end of 1866. ‘

In that year the Public Schools Act saw the replacement of
the old local‘Bpérds by the Council of Education, which rented

the existing school premises for some years.
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WARATAH PUBLIC SCHOOL
By 1872 the old school building was in such disrepair

and so small that public meetings were held to protest. An
extract from the Newcastle Chronicle of Saturday, March 30th,
1872 reports one of these meetings where the following comment
was made; "For be it remembered non-vested schools, in the eyes
of the Board, are apparently an abomination. Therefore not
classed so highly as public ones, not receiving so much support
and encouragement. The inhabitants.e.......have decided to
erect new premises on a new site, and with the sanction of the
Board, to form a public school 1nste$gdu§lh'poq;yesggd one,"
B¥=Eehrna;y;=#8#%:%%e Chronicle that "The
School, so long now in existence at that place, (North Waratah)
is now entirely closed, as the Council of Education refused to
appoint or assist in any way to pay a schoolmaster until more
suitable accommodation is provided, and nearly 100 children are
left to run about."18°“Public meetings set about raising funds
for a new building. By 1874 an application had been lodged for
the establishment of a Public School at Waratah. The School
Committee at the time comprised'Messrs. Richard Bell, A. McNulty,
Peter Norgard, Peter Crebert Robert Ingall and John Williams

(Secretary). 19.

THE NEW_BUILDING 1874.

In 1873 the Council obtained a site of 2 acres for school
use.20 This was part of a larger area of 98 acres, belleved
to have been Crebert(s original Folly Park, set aside for
Botanical Gardens. The area extended from Ingall, Crebert and
 Bull Streetshto the Port Waratah Railway Station. A new brick
school and attached residence was built in 1874 by Nr. John Ash
at a cost of £729. 0. 0., about £150. 0.0, of which was raised
by local subscrlptlons.21°

The Foundation Stone was laid by Mr. J. Hannell, who

remarked that "It was surprising to him, when he looked round
and saw the site chosen for the school, to thlnszthat a few
years ago, it was an almost 1mpenetrable scrub, andéd=at_thab-time

nEe. .Thls,foundatlon stone cannot

be located.

When the new school opened ui*h—gneai:nﬁiﬁﬁiiiieﬁs=§n January
1875, tgf Headmaster was James Kllgour“”ifhere were 137 pupils on
the roll, ' ~ E
One of the pupils was Kilgour's son, Bob, who later was Mayor
of the City of Newcastle for seven terms.24e 1945 - (q1¢ ms,, (921
Mr. Wm. Broom was appointed in 1877 at a ealary of £108 p.lfﬁq 33
transferring from Wallsend.2 * The first pupil teacher appointed ~f
was his brother Joseph Broom.

26. A second pupil teacher was



4.
appointed in 1878,2
of a headteacher and two pupil teachers.

In November, 1878, Mr. J. Gillespie was appointed teacher.
His time at the school was punctuated by requests for repairs,

and for many years the staff was made up

28.

a succession of pupil teachers, most of whom failed their exams
and by requests to repair and enlarge the teacher's residence.
This consisted of a parlor 12' x 12', a front bedroom 12' x 13°'
and two skillion rooms 12' x 8' and 13' x 8', and Mr. Gillespie
complained in 1884 that it was too small for his family of ten.
The Department felt the fault lay not in the smallness of the

- residence, but in the'"unusually large size" of Mr. Gillespie's
family, and very little was done beyond a few repairs.

PUBLIC INSTRUCTION ACT 1880

In 1880 the Public Instruction Act set up a Department
of Public Instruction under a Minister. Under the Act, State
assistance was withdrawn froﬁ Denomination Schools, School

Boards were abolished and education became compulsory. School
buildings were maintained and teachers' salaries paid by the
Department. Parents' fees now went direct to the Department,
and explanation had to be made to them if fees were in arrears,
Many letters appear in the files pleading inability to payvdue
to unemployment, irregular employment and sickness.zg'

In both 1881 and 1884 the school was used for concerts,
the proceeds of which went to the new Waratah School of Arts.
In October, 1884 the sum of £40.0.0 was approved to remove 45
tree stumps from the playground and leVel the area. Trees were
to be sent free of charge to-be planted for beautification.

30.

=% t&io,‘A very large soap factory was opened in the area,qklla‘
whieh provided additional employment.

At this time there was a great deal of confusion regarding
the name of the school. ' The Hanbury School was also being
designated 'Waratah' and this confusion was to continue to 1912,
when the names were evéntually changed. _

In 1891 a new brick classroom was added to the existing
structure to accommodate 60 pupiis. Built by Burg Bros., it
cost £314.O.O.31' It was ready for use at the beginning of
1892, when Donald Robertson took charge of the school. He also
Eomplained becéuse the dampness of the residence was causing
sickness in his family. The front entry was always wet as it
was shaded by the schoolroom. The building was also infested

with whi te ants.32'
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ADDITION OF INFANTS' ROOM

By June, 1906 the school consisted of the old schoolroom
to which the teacher's residence was attached, and two modern
classrooms added as the school grew. In 1907 the enrolment
was 245 pupils, and a report recommended that the question of
adding to the building should be at once taken into consideration.
The Infants' room was added, deSigned to accommodate 98 children.
This is the room now used as the library.33’

A NEW RESIDENCE
By 1909 the state of the residence was such that after
a shower of rain one bedroom was saturated and the house was

so damp that everything was covered with mildew. The present
house was built by Southon Bros. at a cost of £779.0.0, the
lowest tender. In the meantime it was suggested that Mr.
Robertson rent a house at the scheduled rate "in view of the
present drain on available funds". 4. The o0ld residence was
condemned in 191435‘ by Public Works, but was still standing
and hav1ng to be used as classrooms as late as 1922. 36.

CHANGE OF NAME

In 1912 the confusion over two schools with the same name
was finally resolved. In March of that year the names of
Hanbury and Waratah Public Schools were changed to Waratah and
Mayfield respectively.- '®

NEED FOR A NEW SCHOOL BUILDING ‘
When the Broken Hill Proprietary Company commenced their

works at Mayfield in 1912, it meant an enormous increase in the
local population. Enrolments at the nearby Mayfield School rose
by 75%_causing tremendous problems of overcrowding.in the class-
rooms .- So bad was the situation that one class of 40 had to
use the weathershed continuously as a classroom.39' In 1915

the Department completed the purchase of 1% acres of additional

land from B.H.P., who acted Very generously in the matter by
By 1917 plans were

‘accepting the nominal sum of £60.O.0.4
prepared for a new building. Tenders were called for and that
of Mr. George Grace of Newcastle, for £5,939.0.0 was accepted.41‘
The new building was opened in August, 1920, with accommoda tion
for 480 pupils and an enrolment of 739 children. There were

two departments, Primary occupying the new building and Infants
in the 6ld building. The Headmaster was Mr. T. Pincombe, with
seven assistants, and the Infants' Mistress was Miss R. Ling

with five ass1stants.42'

THE 1920'g

Even before the new building opened there had been a
further unexpected influx of pupils because of Lysaght's
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operatiomns. They brought fax’nilies out fromifgg.ir‘ldi%mviog ‘#F“P"/"-
for the®and this resulted in an immediate estimebed oxbra
gOmehiddmen. In 1921 the school was again crowded to capacity
and beyond. No class was below 50 pupils, and one was 761
This last class wz.i in a tfggaizr%wr"&w}‘ &aang bepuggsi:v&ﬁ'e‘ cmw%d/aﬂ@é;
8 or 9 to a desk. °x o bad was the situation thLt an appeal
was made to the Minister for Education who inspected the school
and reported that it was the worst case he had seen in two .
years.44° Brc Scheov] s given an A Fr.})-n'?jw & reaovahdns Vo fAe olol burldi-s,
In 1921 the first electric lighting was installed in the
Infants' room used by the P. & C., who had to bear the cost
of the installation.44’
In 1922 an application was made by the P. & C. Association
to have the school made a Superior Public School, as there was
a class of 40 ready to proceed to Grade 7. This would have
meant that pupils could receive higher education without
travelling to another school. The application was refused
on the grounds that the needs of the district were already
well met by existing schools.45’
In October, 1922 application was made for the school to be
made into separate departments for boys and girls, and at the
commencement of the 1923 school yeaf the school opened with
357 Infants, 294 boys and 300 girls. The Boys' Department was

downstairs and the Girls' Department upstairs.?

ANOTHER CHANGE OF NAME
In an effort to relieve accommodation pressures, the

Department opened a new school at Mayfield West. Following
this, on 9th August, 1923, the name of this school was changed
to the preéent one of Mayfieldanst.47' The Post Town for the
school for very many years was Tirrikiba. During the '20's the
story of the school is one of continuous repairs to the old
building and upgrading of facilities such as weathersheds and
drinking fountains. There was always a problem of drainage
because of the ridge of sandstone on which the school is built.

In 1929 the verandah of the residence was totally enclosed
as it is today.

THE NEW INFANTS' BUILDING

The real story of the 20's however, lies in the plight of
the Infants' Department, housed in the old building, and in the
ever increésing number of pupils. During 1929 five portable

rooms were erected as additional accommodation, and the old
building badly needed extensive repairs and renovations.48' The
P, & C, had bPeen agitating sinoe 1927, dut 1k of & new Infante'
building had stayed their hand. When in 1931 another of their
applications was refused "due to lack o; funds", they wrote that

the porch "has the appearance of a disused shed, where occasionally



_Jﬁww=vf-i;s?u425 AL o

Ts cnrtotey

a swagman may camp". They pointed out that even if a separate
Infants' Depariment was eveptually built, the old building was
needed for primary classes’. 49" By 1936 only children who had
already turned 6 years could be enrolled, and there were 43 on

a waiting'list.5 T -

Meantime the Department was trying to meet the need, and
had selected a site for the Infants' Department on the corners
of Havelock, Crebert and Fawcett Streets.’'®
lost when this purchase could not go ahead, and it was not until
July 1935 that the site of the present Infants' Department was
purchased from Mrs. Woodcock for £2500.O.O.52' On the site stood
the family home of a well known timber merchant. According to
the Public Works report, the timber in the house was "out of date

Much time was

and not now milled, although it is similar to that used in school
buildings 30 to 40 years ago",53’ Accofdingly when the house was
demolished the timber went into stock to match existing work in’
repairs and renovations. |

The contract for the new building was let to Mr. W. Stronach
at a cost of £8,450.0.0. The two storied brick building of seven
ordinary classrooms and a kindergarten room, filled a very real;
need. It was opened on 26th Juhe, 1937.54' The opening also
relieved pressure oh primary accommodation; enabled the removal
of most of the portable rooms and'left the school architecturally
very much as it‘is today. '

RECENT HISTORY

By 1966 the school was used in an experimental programme
for ungraded classes, an approach that was modified in later
years and is not now used. A growing number of migrant famili s
were settling in the area and by 1979 this trend was reflected
in the school population. In 1974 a submission for funds through
the Disadvantaged Schools Programme gained approval. This meant
an enormous injection of much needed money which enabled the school
to be im?roved. The employment of additional staff provided for

special programmes of English as a Second Language (ESL), Remedial
Reading and After School Care. Classroom equ;pment, including
audio-visual aids, were purchased. Buildings were altered,
renovated and carpéted; The playground was developed to include
facilities for tennis, cricket, small games and a Personal
Achievement Track. The school is still being allocated funds
under this scheme.

With declining numbers of pupils and adequate equipment,
many of the problems of past years no longer apply. The school's
greatest asset over the years has been the dedication of many of

the teachers and this im evidenced in the respeut which the
school commenda in the ecommunity. Meyfield East has always had

a "good name". Words written 125 years ago are still”applicable.
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"We...... most respectfully record our approval of the mode
in which our children are taught by Miss Christie: as also
our satisfaction with the progress which our children are

making in Education."
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