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The last electric tram ran to . field on the night of Seplember

" 25th, 1948. Double decker buses came into service the next day.

- "Beautifully situated in seven jcres of land, rich in natural

-G SALUTE TO WALISEND,

Long before Government buses, there were private bus services
in the area and, like The Streetcar Named Desire, cvery bus had
a name. Red Cardinal..Sunbeam....Excelsior....’/estrgliae...

Irresistible.....She'll Do Us.e...were a few.

BHPeeeoo..Comsteels. . Stewarts and Lloyds....Australian Vire

IBdustries....Seco Titan.....e<mm™M....are some of the gr at
Heavies that make Mayfield the industrial heart of Australia.
These industries provide work for thousands of people, with an
annual wages bill of millions of dollars. This vast industrial ;&

development hgs all come about since construction of the BHP

Steelworks began in 1913. '

One of the men who playéd}a pdrt in the rural activity of the now

industrial riverbank egst of Tburle Street, Mayfield, was Herbert

Morris. From 1904 until the 1920's, Mr. Myrris had a dairy farm

on what is now the site of Stewarts and Lloyds. OCn his 47} acres
he successfully grew lucerne, corn and oats for his 30 cowg and

and leased one corner of the property to Chinese market gardeners,
On May 6th, 1929, thc Newcastle Morning Herald reported....

decoration, overlooking the Hunter River and with a glimpse of
the Pacific'Ocean.in the distance, the additions Lo the Convent §§f
San Clemente of the Dominican nuns in ﬁavelock Street, Mayficld, iw
were opened yesterday'afternoon,'the>cereﬁ0ny being performed by

the Right Reverand Dr. P.V. Dwyer, Bishop of Maitland. In 1976

San Clemente became the firvt'Catholic school in Maitland diocese

to be staffed entirely byllay'teachers.
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One of Mayfield's oldest hotels 1s nuamed after a memorable
racegghirse, the mighty BEAUFORD, who, in 1921, twice beat the
New Zealandwy galloper, GLOAMING, Three gencrations of the

Amos family have been associalted with Mayfield's three hotels.

When the Redemptorist Monastery in Woodstock Street, Mayfield,'
opéned in 1887, it was the first establishment of its kind in ‘
Australia. The three storied brick building on an 18 acre site
was designed by the distinguished architect, Frederick B, Menkens
The Monastery is the mother house of the Redemptorist order in

Australia.

Nestling‘quiétiyibehind St. Andrew's Church at Mayfield is the
originalrSt; Andrews, comp;etéd‘in,1861vat é%ost of £200.

150 people attended the openingbﬁgfomony on May 21lst, 1861, which
was followed by a banquet at Mr. Tourle's rcsidence. The present
St. Andrews was built in 1924 to serve the needs of the rapidly

growing area,

Many wé&ll known Newcusthéeoplc were members of the MAYFIZLD
LITERARY AND DEBATING SCCIETY from 1922 to 1930,

They included former.SEate.Dockyard Director, D.L, McLarty...

Mrs. Charles Dean, rememhred for her work with the Victoria League
eeeeC.P, Macfarlane, a wecll known bank managggﬁgnd astronomer,
Mark Howarth, who, for many years, conductcd'an observatory from

his home in Bull Street,

Lord and Lady Casey...Lord and Lady "akehurst....the Duke of
Gloucester...Lord de Lisle...are just a few of the many
distinguished guests of the BHP at BLLLA VISTA in Crebert Street,
Mayfield., Built by the BHP in 1919, Vella Vista cecase to be
the Manager's résidencein 1926 and became the Directors' residence.,
1 the gavrdens, thers are many maghificeht'trees, ineiuding a ;;f

Cumquat, believed td be well over 100 years old. | ;?
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On April 25th, 1899, nine Mayfield pioneers mel at the residence
Iletnodist

. of Er. William Arnott, "ARNOTT HOIMES" and decided to erect a // ;

church at the corner of Kerr and Highficld =32 2Us. Tac coicract
73 for a dbuilding to scat 150 people and costing £800, A

The present church was openéd in 193%7.
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One of Mayfield's earliest charity clubs, Lysaght's Excelsior - :
Welfare Club, celebrated its‘46th birthday last month, al
For about 30 of those years, ilrs, Philis Williams has peen
President, The Club began in the early 30's'when women of what

was called "The Village" .ot Fogether to help families of men
involved in a strike. The Village consisted of about 75 houses
built by J,hn Lysaght to accommodate'employees brought from Whlés.
To-day, Lysaght's Excelsior Welfare Club haé about 30 members,
including several ofiginul ﬁembers.....and lirs. Williams in 5041l

President,

The opening of the $400,000 Tourle Sireet bridge in 1965 was the
first step in eliminating the Newcastle-Stockton vehicular ferry

and providing gcceSs to the 7000 aéres of industrial zone landl ,f
in the Island Development project,. Preparatory work on. the

bridge started in March 1962.

As the Industrial centre of Newcastle, Mgyfield was the ideal

site for the headquarters of the Federated Ironworkers Association

- which opened ih December 1975, on the site of what had been the

0ld movie theatre, Prior to this, the FIA had been seeking its ;ﬁ
own premises for about 15 years., * Addressing the Union's first ﬁ%
National Council in the new 1.8 million dollar building, Mr. L.

Short said a lot of famous FIA men had come from the Mayfield area.
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39, The Salvation Arny has been ot Mayfield for :lmost 60 years.
The opening necuing wns held at the old tram terminus in Maitlénd;i
Road on Fgbruary 1l1lih, 1922. A spedial meeting was held latler - &
the same day in a marquee on the site of the present citadel at
the corner of Victoria and Dora Streetss The band of Salva-
tionists in those days numbcred ten.....and meetings for young

people averaged attendanccs of 100;

40, The number of hospitdls, rcmedial centfes, shelters and caring

institutions in the Mayfield area is an indication of the

willingness and generosity of Mayfield people in their support
of local sports and charity organisétions. One of these ié

 Anners1ey Houge, a. refuwe for the aged and ill1l, in the historic
Ahome of bis cult manufacturer, Jllllam Arnott, who was a devout

methodist.v:m

41, Mayfield's Olympic swimming pool in'Déngar Park, was the second
to be built in the Newcastle areae. Opened in 1966, the
$#160,000 pool was a gift of the BHP to mark the company's 50th:
anniversary. 'At first it was feared Dangar Park might nos be
suitable because of possible undermining, but tests revealed
35 feet of clay and 5 feét of rock and work on the pool went | ;2

ahead,

42, In 1959 seven handicapped people, lead Ly John Aird of layfield
formed the Newcastle and District Physically Handicapped Associla-
tion. To-day, the Association runs a commercial laundry and
laundromat in Valencia Street, Mayfield and a Sheltered Workshop

in Corona Street.......all administered by John Aird.

Known as Mattara Enterprises, the workshop provides employment

for sixty disabled people., They do contract work for local
ANAUBLDLeN, 4401 80WINg, o cAunlisating and, as J;hﬂ'Aird BEYB .o

anything else that comes alonge
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* a health cowsideration. "DUTiHW-WUTid‘Wagéﬁml<JHL~AIB$$012 playedf”

Moves to establish an abattoir in Newcastle svarted as early as

-10= SQLUTE 70 MAYFXELD,

1904, The Abattoir became a city concern in 1919, primarily as

a_SLgnlilcant~pan§_;n~§he"gupply—cf-meat‘*to*the -armed forces In
1956, a herd of 65,000 cattle, 180,000 sheep, 35,000 calves and
34,000 pigs ended a dusty journey along the stock routes of the
Hunter or arrived by train or truck at the Abattoir paddocks. And

these figures were lower than normall Closed by Newcastle Council

last month, the Abattoir is currently being run as a private

enterprise,

-—,Q““
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Work on reclaiming swampy land for cons tructlon of thn BHP Steeluorks“*

at Mayfleld, started in January l915.v' Two years latér.... on
January l9th, 1915, the f:rut load of 800 tons of Iron Knob ore
arrlved gt the,Steelnorkg.ore wharf.' The bla t furnace wis blown

on March 8th of the smme year...and the NHumber One open hearth was

' charged and tapped on April 8th, A heat of good quality steel

was produced the ne:t day, April 9th, 1915. The first manaer of
the Steelworks was leading American iron and steel authority, lMr.

David Baker.

The Seco Titan tungsteﬁ carbide pl. nt at Mayfield is a familiar sightﬁ{
to motorists driving along the Industrial Highway. Seco Titan's

history of tungsten carbide production started 40 years ago through
the ingenuity and expertise of a small teaﬁ of researchers, To-day .
Seco Titan is the leading Australisn producer of Tungsten Carbide and L

{(
o
associated products for the mining, enginecring and manufacturing 2
kb

industries, and there are 170 people in the company,.

When Australisn Wire Rope Works began produchion abt Mayfield in 1924, .

the basic wage was about £3.2.6. a weeke. Parenti company of the ?g
Rope Works is Australian Wire Industries, who also operate Newc.stle ﬁﬁ
Wire Mill and Titan Mlnl.g and Engineering Division. AW.I. has %@
A&

a total work force of almost two thousand people and an annual salany%g

bill of nearly 30 million dollarsy'
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The first police oflicer was appointed to'Mayfjcld in 1919, and for

Véﬁﬁﬁe next 17 ycars, local guardians of the law livedl in rented premises

| "'ik

at various addresses in Mayfield. In 1936, police moved into the
présent quarpers at 221 Maitland Road, built at acost of £2,496,
To-day, Mayfield Police Station has a strength of 6 sergeants and

15 constables.

Mayfield's first postmaster (non official) was Alexander
Clendénninévho %ook up his position on October 15th, 1910,

When he died the samelear, his sistor, Mrs. Eliza Marlborough
became postmistress. She moved to new premises on the corner of
Kerr Street and Maitland Road, where she continued to operate the
post office until 1921, Mail was delivered by a postman from
Waratah, Mayfield post office became official at the end of 1925.

The present post office wasrpened on December 8th, 1969.

Mayfield Chamber of Commerce started as a Businesmen's Club in
1945, It ceased functioning in 1968 and was re-formed as a Chamber
of Commerce in 1972, with a membership of 30, The Chamber mects

on the first Tuesday of each month at 1.15 at the Sy ag and Hunter

Hotel, and to-day has 48 memberse

In 1926 there were 79 places of business spread out along Maitland
Road, Mayfield. There are now well over 100 shops of all sizes and
types in the main centre alone, making it one of Newcastle's busiest

suburban shopping areas. Every bank is repres nted in Mayficld,
and there is
as well as BuildingSocieties../{fa large Supermarket and a fine RSL

Club .

Established in 1858, Mayfield Egzst Public School was known originall;
at The Folly School.....then Waratah lorth......the §ayficld School
lnd.\ovontually; Mﬁytiqid East,. The school osecupica throee buiidingr
on the hill overlooking the BHP. They were erected in 1874....1920
and 1937. brst nc i In 1872 there

o
-

were 50 children at the school. Toéday, there is a total enrolment
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Mayfield branch library, operated by Newcastle City Council, opcned
on October 2nd, 1953. The library has almost four thousand
registered borrowers, who make good@se of the twenty thousand

volumes on the shelvess, -  Just oh;15,4600 transactions. were .

recorded in .the month ended iugust 31lst this year.

Formed in November 1947, Ma:field Rotary Club was the first suburban
club sponsored by Newcastle Club to extend the influence of Rotary

in the areas.

- Original memﬂership was 25 and the first president was llr. J.C.W.

Bridge. To-day, Mayfield Rotary has 35 members. The Club meets
each Tuésday night gt Mayfield Bowling Club, and has recently becn
involved in completing Mayfield Meals on Wheels. Cufreanresident

'is Hedtor Duncan, Principal of Mayficld East Public School.

Mayfield Bowling Club in‘angar Pafk Cqme into ceing at a public
meeting in W?z?tah Council Chambers on March 19th, 1938.

The first .bedds were rolled on the green on February 24th, 1940
and the Club was officially opened six months later, on August 24th.

Night play began on October 28th, 1941, but, because of the war,

The Club's sole remaining foundation member, James Firth, died this

" year. To-day, Mayfield Bowling Club has 340 members,

TP 1 L S A
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¥ob . . 3 ~F
. was suspended after only six weeks, and did not resume for five years,

The Working Womcns antre at Mayfield first opened its doors in Octobe

1975, to offer a wide range of services and facilities to women from

all walks of 1life. These include free legal a d financial advice...

medical care....English classes for migrant women....information and
counselling on all womens problems. The Centre is open Monday to
Friday, nine till five, on the corner of Avon Slreet and Industrial

Driveo
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~one of Newcastle's biggest yo.th sporting clubs. More than

13- SALUTE TO MAYFILLD,

ifyis estimated that about 1500 péople in’the Newcatle areca
suffer from Agrophobia....a paralysing fear that comes upon
a person outside the security of their own home. ’
A special interest of‘Owen Smith, Director of Mayfield Gommunity
Centre, is the formation of self help groups for people

suffering from Agrophobia. Owen can be contacted on 683,780

or at the centre, 115A Maitland Road.

Py, -2

Mayfield's first blgcksmithing business was established ai.out

AR L LT

R i

1892 in Hanbury Street, just.north of Maitland Rogade. g¥

S
The blacksmith was a Mr. Glceson, father of the former Bishop, AE
of Maitland, the late most Reverand Dr. E. Gleeson. i%

One of the districts most popular clubs is Waratah-Mayfield

g A Tt e T T
e e St RN R
et A

RSL in Hanbury Street, TFormed in 1936, the Club had an
originai membershib of 20. Itswfirst Pfesident was S.F. WebDb,
resident and Mayor of the Municinality for many years,

To-day, Warqtéh Mayfield RSL Club has almnost three thousand
members, | |
! almost 3 thousand

Besides caterinug for its/members with a wide range of

amenities and facilities, Waratah-Mayfield RSL Club, funds

800 boys and girls between 8 and 18 arc members of +this sportiné :
c¢lub which has 10 soccer, 10 cricket, 25 netball and six Rugby

League teams.

In November 1916 when Vaisey's Store was opened, there were
probably less than 12 busincsses in Mayfield. Vaisey's,
described as Universal providers, had a staff of 35 and was the

largest suburban business in the district, A billiard saloon
ARA A SRaE an vhe eorner of Yorona Btreet completed the business
establishments as far as Tighes 11111, Busines:i2s on the northern

side of Maitland Road included two butchers, two barbers, an
hotel and a boot repairer, '




